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Legislature Requires Deletion of Social Security 

Numbers from Public Records (Assembly Bill 1168) 

Effective January 1, 2008, cities and other local agencies may not release 
or disclose a social security number in any document that is released to 
the public. In enacting Assembly Bill 1168, the Legislature found that 
this restriction is necessary to protect against identity theft. 

Assembly Bill 1168: 

Amends the Public Records Act to require that cities or other local 
agencies must redact - remove or otherwise conceal - a social 
security number from a public record before releasing the record to 
the public.  
Clarifies that the Public Records Act does not require cities or 
other local agencies to disclose social security numbers to the 
public.  
Prohibits an individual or entity, unless otherwise required by law, 
from filing with the county recorder any document that contains 
more than the last four digits of a social security number, if the 
document is required by law to be open to the public.  
Requires that each county recorder establish a "Social Security 
Number Truncation Program" for the creation of a dual record 
system containing both an "official record," those with complete 
social security numbers, and a "public record," a version of the 
same record with truncated social security numbers.  
Prohibits the Secretary of State from releasing a public record that 
contains more than the last four digits of a social security number.  

In order to comply with Assembly Bill 1168, cities and other local 
agencies must make sure that social security numbers are not included in 
documents released to the public in response to a Public Records Act 
request.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION FROM RW&G CONCERNING ASSEMBLY BILL 
1168, PLEASE CONTACT AMY GREYSON AT AGREYSON@RWGLAW.COM 
OR ANY OF THE LAWYERS IN THE FIRM'S E-DOCUMENTS AND PUBLIC 
RECORDS PRACTICE GROUP.  

Richards, Watson & Gershon, is a full-service law firm of more than 70 lawyers, serving 
as city attorney, agency counsel, bond counsel, general counsel and special counsel to over 
50 public agencies throughout the state for over 50 years. With offices in Los Angeles, 
Orange County, and San Francisco, Richards, Watson & Gershon also serves a 
distinguished roster of private sector clients. 

Core practice areas include: Public Agency and Municipal Law | Public Finance | 
Labor and Employment | Eminent Domain | Public Works | Telecommunications | 



Transportation | Redevelopment | Real Estate | Litigation | Appellate | Environmental 
and Energy | Climate Change | E-Documents and Public Records | Water Rights and 
Water Law 

RW&G's e-ALERT is a newsletter by the Firm's lawyers and distributed to clients and 
friends. The e-ALERT provides general information about events of current legal 
importance; it does not constitute legal advice. We recommend that you consult your 
own legal counsel before acting on this information.  

You are currently subscribed to receive RW&G's e-ALERT. If you would prefer to 
stop receiving e-ALERTs, please unsubscribe here or e-mail us directly at e-
ALERT@rwglaw.com. Feel free to forward to a friend .  
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