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Legislature Requires Deletion of Social Security
Numbers from Public Records (Assembly Bill 1168)

Effective January 1, 2008, cities and other local agencies may not release
or disclose a social security number in any document that is released to
the public. In enacting Assembly Bill 1168, the Legislature found that
this restriction is necessary to protect against identity theft.

Assembly Bill 1168:

o Amends the Public Records Act to require that cities or other local
agencies must redact - remove or otherwise conceal - a social
security number from a public record before releasing the record to
the public.

o Clarifies that the Public Records Act does not require cities or
other local agencies to disclose social security numbers to the
public.

o Prohibits an individual or entity, unless otherwise required by law,
from filing with the county recorder any document that contains
more than the last four digits of a social security number, if the
document is required by law to be open to the public.

o Requires that each county recorder establish a "Social Security
Number Truncation Program" for the creation of a dual record
system containing both an "official record," those with complete
social security numbers, and a "public record,” a version of the
same record with truncated social security numbers.

o Prohibits the Secretary of State from releasing a public record that
contains more than the last four digits of a social security number.

In order to comply with Assembly Bill 1168, cities and other local
agencies must make sure that social security numbers are not included in
documents released to the public in response to a Public Records Act
request.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION FROM RW&G CONCERNING ASSEMBLY BILL
1168, PLEASE CONTACT AMY GREYSON AT AGREYSON@RWGLAW.COM
OR ANY OF THE LAWYERS IN THE FIRM'S E-DOCUMENTS AND PUBLIC
RECORDS PRACTICE GROUP.
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